
 

MEDIA ANNOUNCEMENT 

FOR A WIDE DISSEMINATION 

 

International Frameworks and Plantwise 

On 29 July through 1 August 2014 in Accra, Ghana, the Centre for Agricultural 

Bioscience International (CABI) together with the Secretariat of the International Plant 

Protection Convention (IPPC) and Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) will be 

facilitating a workshop on IPPC National Reporting Obligations and Pesticide Risk 

Reduction. The workshop will gather top crop protection officials from across Africa to share 

experiences and build strategies for timely and sustainable pest management. 

The IPCC (www.ippc.int) aims to secure common and effective action to prevent the 

introduction and spread of plant pests, and to promote appropriate measures for their 

control. The FAO (www.fao.org ) supports the sustainable intensification of crop production, 

including integrated pest management (IPM). When necessary, IPM includes using lower 

risk pesticides for targeted control, in the right quantity and at the right time. 

Plantwise (www.plantwise.org), a global programme led by CABI, fosters diverse 

partnerships that underpin and sustain global efforts to remove constraints to agricultural 

productivity. Plantwise supports national extension systems in developing countries, 

including 12 African countries, to provide smallholder farmers with better access to the 

advice and information needed to help them increase food security and improve their 

livelihoods by losing less of what they grow due to plant health problems. This is being 

achieved through the establishment and operation of plant clinic networks, supported by a 

global knowledge bank, a gateway to diagnostic support and pest management advice. 

Participants will be coming from Malawi, Sierra Leone, Zambia and Ghana where Plantwise 

has been working for at least over a year. Other resource persons from Côte d’Ivoire, Kenya, 

United Kingdom, Switzerland and Italy will also attend the event to share experiences with 

the participants. During the workshop, plant health stakeholders, including National Plant 

Protection Organisations, extensionists, researchers and pesticide regulatory authorities will 

join hands to: 

 Explore and identify opportunities for complementary activities between Plantwise, 

the IPPC and national bodies such as the National Plant Protection Organisations  

(NPPOs) and pesticide regulatory agencies; 

 Clarify the role of the NPPOs and other stakeholders in meeting national obligations; 

and 

 Identify activities and working practices through which Plantwise can reduce the risks 

from pest introductions and chemical pesticides. 

The workshop will be led by Dr Washington Otieno, CABI’s Regional Team Leader for the 

Plantwise Programme in Africa, Dr David Nowell, Information Exchange Officer for the IPPC 

Secretariat and Mark Davis, Senior Officer for Pesticide Management at FAO in Rome. On 

hand to deliver keynote addresses and officiate will be FAO’s Deputy Representative for 

Africa Dr Lamourdia Thiombiano and workshop chairperson Mrs Milly Kyofa-Boamah, Head 

of Plant Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate (PPRSD) for Ghana’s Ministry of 

Food and Agriculture.  

It is expected that the workshop deliberations will result into improved national stakeholder 

partnering for fulfilment of obligations under international frameworks; improved sharing of 

http://www.ippc.int/
http://www.fao.org/
http://www.plantwise.org/


 

pest data and information flow and enhanced access to information enabling countries to 

address pest problems safely and effectively to boost trade. 

By sharing information through IPPC National Reporting frameworks, countries involved in 

the process can build transparency of regulations and Pest Risk Analyses, facilitate trade 

with regional and global partners and respond early to potential pest threats. When 

contracting parties agree to meet a number of reporting obligations, including the collection, 

verification and distribution of pest information, understanding and clarifying these 

complementarities can improve the efficiency and effectiveness of national plant health 

systems. 

------------------------------------------------- 

Contact persons: 

CABI Francis Dabiré, email: f.dabire@cabi.org; tel: +233 546 271 133 

FAO Liliane Kambirigi, email : liliane.kambirigi@fao.org; tel : +233 262 324 303 

 

mailto:f.dabire@cabi.org
mailto:liliane.kambirigi@fao.org

